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Abstract 

Adilabad district is one of the places known for its historical significance, 

tourism potential, and geographical diversity. It is located in the northern part of 

Telangana state. This district experiences high rainfall during the monsoon season, 

cold weather in winter, and intense heat in summer. Adilabad is famous not only for 

its forests but also for its waterfalls. The Boath region has the highest concentration 

of waterfalls in the district. It is currently a taluka. This area is characterized by the 

Sahyadri mountain ranges and black cotton soils. Due to the relatively colder 

climate, this region is popularly known as “Chalibugga.1” Among all the talukas in 

the state, this taluka has the highest number of waterfalls. Since Boath is located at 

an elevation of about 453 meters above sea level, and the surrounding lower regions 

lie at a lesser altitude, water flowing from the higher areas to the lower areas forms 

waterfalls as it moves downward. 

Keynotes: Chalibugga, Kunta, Sahyadri, columnar basalts, 

Introduction 

Waterfalls are among the most fascinating natural landforms, representing 

the dynamic interaction between geology, hydrology, climate, and topography. They 

are formed where rivers or streams flow from higher elevations to lower terrains over 

resistant rock structures, creating vertical drops that add both scenic beauty and 

ecological value to a region. In plateau landscapes composed of hard basaltic rocks, 

waterfalls are especially common due to step-like landforms and variations in rock 

resistance. 

The district of Adilabad, located in the northern part of Telangana, is well 

known for its forests, tribal heritage, and diverse physical features. Among its 

various regions, Boath Taluka stands out for having the highest concentration of 

waterfalls in the state. Situated at an elevation of about 453 meters above sea level 

and surrounded by the Sahyadri hill ranges, the region possesses ideal geographical 

conditions for the formation of waterfalls. The presence of hard basaltic rock 

formations, undulating plateau surfaces, steep gradients, and seasonal rivers such as 

the Kadem River contribute significantly to this phenomenon. 

Boath is popularly known as “Chalibugga” due to its comparatively cooler 

climate. The region receives higher rainfall than the state average, particularly during 

the southwest monsoon, which ensures sustained water flow in streams and rivers for 

several months. This hydrological advantage results in the formation and continuity 

of major waterfalls such as Kuntala, Pochera, Gayatri, and Kanakayi. These 

waterfalls are not only geomorphological features but also centers of ecological 

richness, cultural traditions, religious beliefs, and tourism development. 

In recent years, increasing tourist inflow and adventure activities have 

highlighted the economic and recreational importance of these waterfalls. However, 

growing human interference and environmental pressures have also raised concerns 

about conservation and sustainable management. 

Therefore, this study aims to analyze the geographical, geological, 

hydrological, ecological, and cultural dimensions of the major waterfalls in Boath 

Taluka. By examining rainfall patterns, terrain characteristics, rock structures, and 

river systems, the research seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of the 

factors responsible for the formation and sustainability of these fluvial wonders. 
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Kuntala waterfall: 

Kuntala waterfall is the highest waterfall 

in the state of Telangana. It is located on the 

Kadem River. The waterfall is situated in Boath 

Taluka, near Neradigonda Mandal. From National 

Highway 44, the waterfall is about 11Km. to the 

right side from Neradigonda Mandal headquarters2. 

The water falls from a height of about 150 feet, 

creating a spectacular view that attracts tourists. 

Due to its natural beauty, the waterfall draws a 

large number of tourists from all over the country. 

The Forest Department has developed the area by 

providing transport facilities and hotels for visitors. 

According to popular legends, the place came to be 

known as Kuntala because Shakuntala, the wife of 

the legendary king Dushyanta, is believed to have 

bathed here. Some others state that the region got 

the name Kuntala because the Satavahana king 

Kuntala Satakarni visited this area. However, it can 

also be said that the name Kuntala originated 

because many “kuntalu” (pits or ponds) were 

formed on the Kadem River in this region. In 

Telugu as well as in the Gondi language, the word 

“kunta” means a pond or tank. 

 

          
                                             Kuntala waterfal 

Pochera waterfall: 

Pochera waterfall is located within the 

limits of Pochera village in Boath Mandal of 

Adilabad District. This region is well known for its 

prehistoric significance. Stone tools used by early 

humans have been discovered in this area, 

indicating ancient human habitation. The site is 

notable for the presence of columnar basalts, which 

were brought to light by Assistant Professor Dr. 

Katkam Murali3. Geologically, these formations 

add great scientific importance to the area. Pochera 

waterfall is a multi-step waterfall situated in the 

Sahyadri mountain range. It is formed by the 

Kadem River and has an approximate height of 40 

feet. The Forest Department has provided certain 

basic tourist facilities at the site. The waterfall is 

located about 5Km. from NH 44 at Boath Cross 

Road, making it easily accessible. 

Gayatri Waterfall: 

Gayatri Waterfall is located in 

Neradigonda Mandal of Adilabad District. The 

Kadem River flows between Neradigonda and 

Ichoda villages. The waterfall is situated in a 

natural and serene environment amid dense forests, 

about 5km. to the right from Kupti village and 

approximately 5km. from Tharnam village. Gayatri 

Waterfall is the highest waterfall in the state of 

Telangana, with a height of about 363 feet. The 

sound of the cascading water from such a great 

height creates a rhythm that resembles natural 

music. Under the leadership of the Telangana State 

Adventure Club, several national-level adventure 

activities have been organized at this site. These 

include water Wrafting competitions, hill trekking 

events, rope-assisted climbing of the waterfall, 

controlled descending in reverse direction, and 

blindfolded rope activities. Such events highlight 

the adventure tourism potential of the waterfall. 

Kanakayi Waterfall: 

Kanakayi waterfall is located in 

Bazarhathnur Mandal of Boath Taluka, Adilabad 

District. The waterfall is situated about 12 km. to 

the left from Ichoda Mandal headquarters on 

National Highway 44.It is located on the Bosra 

River. Within a short distance in this area, 

Kanakayi waterfall, Bandrev waterfall, and 

Cheekati Gundam are located one below the other, 

attracting many tourists. The height of Kanakayi 

waterfall is approximately 30 feet. Earlier, there 

was a Kanakayi Fort beside the waterfall; at 

present, the Kanakayi Temple exists at the site. 

During the medieval period, this region was ruled 

by a Gond king named Birsa. As his successor, 

King Birsa appointed his youngest daughter, 

Kanakayi, as the queen. Because of this, the region 

https://ebamr.com/
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came to be known as Kanakayi, named after the 

queen. 

Reasons for the Formation of Waterfalls in 

Boath Region: 

This region is part of the Sahyadri hill 

ranges, which consist of elevated terrain. As water 

flows from higher elevations to lower areas, 

waterfalls are naturally formed. The force of 

flowing water is very strong in this hilly region, 

which supports the continuous formation of 

waterfalls. The hills contain hard rocky structures 

and rock outcrops. Because of these rock 

formations, rainwater does not easily percolate into 

the ground and instead flows rapidly downward, 

resulting in waterfalls. This region receives higher 

rainfall compared to the average rainfall of 

Telangana state. While Telangana has a moderate 

average rainfall, Adilabad district receives 

comparatively higher rainfall, especially during the 

monsoon season. Due to this increased rainfall, 

water flows in the streams and rivers for several 

months, causing the waterfalls to remain full and 

active for a longer duration. According Chakilam 

Venugopal Rao retired Asst Director General of 

Geological Survey of India (GSI) Small-sized 

waterfalls are prevalent in the Deccan Traps 

primarily due to the unique "trap" or step-like 

topography formed by successive, horizontally 

layered volcanic eruptions. These waterfalls 

develop as rivers traverse a rocky landscape with 

varying altitudes, suddenly passing from higher 

horizontal lava sheets to lower ones.  

Rainfall: 

According to report of Telangana Development Planning Society (TSDPS) 

Year 

Telangana State 

Average Rainfall in 

mm 

Adilabad District Average 

Rainfall in mm 

2025-26 1178.4 1493.6 

2024-25 761.9 913.5 

2023-24 624 1044 

 

For the entire state of Telangana, the annual average rainfall is around 923 mm.4 

Aims and Objectives: 

The main aim of this study is to explore 

and understand the geographical, hydrological, and 

cultural significance of major waterfalls in the 

Boath region of Adilabad district, namely Kuntala, 

Kanakayi, Pochera, and Gayatri waterfalls. 

-To identify the geographical location and physical 

features of Kuntala, Kanakayi, Pochera, and 

Gayatri waterfalls. 

-To study the geological and geomorphologic 

factors responsible for the formation of these 

waterfalls. 

-To analyze the role of rainfall, rivers, and terrain 

in sustaining these waterfalls. 

-To understand the ecological importance of 

waterfalls and their surrounding forest 

environment. 

-To examine the cultural, historical, and religious 

significance associated with these waterfalls, 

especially Kanakayi and Gayatri waterfalls. 

-To assess the tourism potential and its impact on 

the local economy of the Boath region. 

-To create awareness about the need for 

conservation and sustainable management of 

natural waterfalls. 

Methodology: 

The study is based on a descriptive and 

analytical method to understand the geographical 

reasons for the formation of waterfalls in the 

Adilabad district, especially the Boath region. 

Secondary data was collected from textbooks, 

district gazetteers, geography reference books, 

government reports, and reliable online sources 

related to rainfall, rivers, and landforms of 

Telangana. Rainfall data of Telangana state and 

Adilabad district was analyzed to compare the 

average rainfall and to understand its impact on the 

continuous flow of waterfalls. Physical features 

such as the Sahyadri hill ranges, rocky structures, 

elevation, and river systems were studied using 

maps and geographical descriptions. Field 

observation (wherever possible) and local 

information were used to understand the seasonal 

flow of water and the behaviour of waterfalls 

during the monsoon period. The collected data was 

classified, compared, and interpreted to identify the 

major factors like topography, rock structure, and 

rainfall responsible for the formation of waterfalls. 

Finally, the findings were presented in a systematic 

manner using points, tables, and simple 

explanations for better understanding by students. 

Conclusion: 

The study of "Fluvial Beauty: An 

Analytical Study of Boath Taluka Waterfalls" 

highlights the rich natural heritage of the Boath 

region in Adilabad district. The waterfalls of 

Kuntala, Kanakayi, Pochera, and Gayatri are not 

only spectacular natural landforms but also 

valuable geographical, ecological, and cultural 

assets. 

These waterfalls have been formed due to 

the combined influence of Sahyadri hill ranges, 

undulating plateau, hard basaltic rocks, river 

gradients, and seasonal monsoon rainfall. They 

https://ebamr.com/
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play an important role in maintaining local 

biodiversity, groundwater recharge, and micro-

climatic balance. The surrounding forests further 

enhance their environmental significance. Apart 

from their physical importance, the waterfalls—

especially Kanakayi and Gayatri—hold deep 

historical, religious, and cultural value, reflecting 

the close relationship between nature and human 

life in the Boath area. Waterfalls like Kuntala and 

Pochera also contribute significantly to tourism 

development and local livelihoods. However, 

increasing tourist pressure, lack of proper 

management, and environmental neglect pose 

serious threats to these natural wonders. Therefore, 

sustainable tourism practices, environmental 

awareness, and conservation measures are essential 

to preserve these waterfalls for future generations. 

In conclusion, the waterfalls of the Boath area are 

true “flowing wonders” that represent the harmony 

between nature, culture, and geography, and they 

deserve careful study, protection, and responsible 

utilization. 
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