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Abstract

India, a signatory to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, has
made notable progress in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
However, with 2025 marking the midpoint, it is important to assess the country's
progress and challenges. This paper focuses on India's advancements in five key
SDGs: No Poverty (SDG 1), Quality Education (SDG 4), Clean Water and Sanitation
(SDG 6), Affordable and Clean Energy (SDG 7), and Sustainable Cities and
Communities (SDG 11). Through a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative
data and qualitative insights, the study identifies achievements in poverty reduction,
education, and infrastructure, while highlighting ongoing challenges such as regional
disparities and policy gaps. The paper offers strategic recommendations for
accelerating progress.

The analysis draws from national datasets, government reports, and field-
level observations to provide a comprehensive overview. It finds that targeted social
welfare schemes have played a significant role in reducing poverty levels, particularly
in rural areas. Improvements in access to primary education and digital learning have
contributed to better educational outcomes. However, quality and equity in education
remain pressing concerns. Progress in water and sanitation has been significant
through programs like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, yet issues like water scarcity and
poor urban sanitation persist. Similarly, while renewable energy capacity has
expanded under initiatives such as the National Solar Mission, challenges in energy
access and affordability continue. Urban development remains uneven, with rapid
urbanization straining housing, transportation, and waste management systems. The
paper concludes with actionable policy suggestions emphasizing inclusive growth,
decentralized planning, and stronger inter-sectoral coordination to ensure India
remains on track to achieve the SDGs by 2030.

Keywords: Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), India 2025, Good Health,
Quality Education, Environment

Introduction:

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a global call to end poverty,
protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all. As a signatory to the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, India is committed to achieving these 17 SDGs. With the
2025 midpoint approaching, it is critical to assess India’s progress, identify
challenges, and propose strategic actions for acceleration. As one of the world’s
largest and most diverse nations, India faces both significant challenges and vast
opportunities in aligning its development with the SDGs. The nation’s progress in
areas like poverty reduction, quality education, gender equality, and environmental
sustainability will influence both its future and global efforts to address issues such as
climate change and inequality. However, overcoming the social, economic, and
environmental disparities across the country remains complex.
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This paper explores key strategies and
recommendations to accelerate India’s progress
toward the SDGs, focusing on systemic challenges,
technological innovation, sectoral collaboration,
and the empowerment of marginalized
communities. The decisions made now will shape
India’s ability to fulfil its SDG commitments and
contribute to a more sustainable and equitable
world.
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Obijectives:

1.

To analyze India's progress towards achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by
2025.
To identify key challenges and opportunities
for accelerating progress towards SDGs in
India.

Analysis India's progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2025

CLIMATE
CTION

Key Areas of Progress:

PEACE, ASTICE 200 PASTNERSHIPS
s TN FOR THE GOALS

4. Decent Work and Economic Growth (SDG

1. No Poverty (SDG 1): 8):

o India has made progress in poverty alleviation, o The Indian economy has grown significantly in
lifting millions out of poverty through recent years, supported by reforms such as
programs like Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan GST (Goods and Services Tax), Make in India,
Yojana (PMJDY), Mahatma Gandhi National and Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-reliant India).
Rural Employment Guarantee Act o However, the informal sector remains large,
(MGNREGA), and food security programs. and unemployment rates, particularly among

o The poverty rate has reduced significantly, but youth, are a challenge.
reglonal_dlsparlt_les perswt, and the CO\(!D-19 5. Climate Action (SDG 13):
pandemic has highlighted the vulnerability of . L .
certain populations. o India h_as made_ significant commlt.ments.to

addressing  climate  change, including
Quality Education (SDG 4): increasing the share of renewable energy in its

o India has focused on expanding access to energy mix and setting ambitious targets to
education with initiatives like Right to reduce carbon emissions.

Education Act (RTE), Mid-Day Meal Scheme, o The nation has faced challenges in balancing
and Beti Bachao Beti Padhao. economic  growth and  environmental

o However, issues such as high dropout rates, sustainability, especially with rapid
quality of education, and disparities in urbanization and industrialization.
education _outcomes across rural and urban 6. Good Health and Well-Being (SDG 3):
areas remain. o Programs like Ayushman Bharat (providing
Affordable and Clean Energy (SDG 7): health insurance to low-income families) and
India has made strides in renewable energy National Health Mission have contributed to
production. The government has committed to improving healthcare access.
reaching 500 GW of non-fossil fuel energy o However, the health system continues to face
capacity by 2030 and has rapidly expanded challenges such as unequal access, inadequate
solar and wind energy capacity. infrastructure, and the burden of both

o The adoption of energy-efficient technologies communicable and non-communicable
and schemes like Ujjwala Yojana (providing diseases.

LPG connections to women) has also
contributed to improving energy access.
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Reduced Inequality (SDG 10):
o India has made progress in reducing income
inequality through direct benefit transfers,

Research (IJEBAMPSR), ISSN: 3065-9140

Major Challenges and Opportunities to
Accelerate Progress SDG in India Challenges:

. . . . . 1. Poverty and Inequality (SDG 1 and SDG
financial inclusion, and social welfare 10): y d v (
programs al_med at.margmafllzed groyps. . o Challenge: Despite significant progress,
o However, inequality persists, particularly in poverty rates remain high, especially in rural
terms of gender, caste, and rural-urban divides. o - .
areas. Economic inequalities between regions,
Key Challenges: castes, and genders persist. The rural-urban
1. Gender Equality (SDG 5): divide continues to be a significant issue, with
) d y . - large sections of the population still living
o Gender inequality remains a significant below the poverty lin
challenge in India, with women facing barriers elow the pove y &
in education, employment, and political o Impact: Inequality can slow —down the
representation] Ploy ' P achievement of SDGs by hindering inclusive
o Programs such as Betiyan Bachao, Betiyan dtrac\)/elzpment, particularlyfor marginalized
Padhao have made a difference, but gender- groups.
based violence and access to healthcare remain 2. Access to Quality Education (SDG 4):
areas of concern. Challenge: While literacy rates have improved,
2. Sustainable Cities and Communities (SDG quality education remains an issue. Many
11): schools lack adequate infrastructure, qualified
o . . . . teachers, and resources, particularly in rural
o Urbanization is rapidly increasing, and while s .
N . and remote areas. Additionally, the learning
efforts have been made under initiatives like ) . ;
Smart Cities Mission and Pradhan Mantri gap has widened due to disruptions from the
COVID-19 pandemic
Awas Yojana (housing for all), rapid ' .
urbanizatio; pose(s chaliqenges in 2erms pof o Impact: Inadequate education leads to lower
. . skills development, perpetuating poverty and
infrastructure, housing, waste management, inequality and hindering human capital
and air pollution. y
development.
3. Life Below Water and Life on Land (SDGs .
14 & 15): 3. Gender Inequality (SDG 5):
. " . Challenge: ~ Gender-based  discrimination
o India has implemented conservation programs remains widesoread in  India.  affectin
for its biodiversity and wildlife, such as the P . ’ g
. . . . . women's access to education, employment, and
Project Tiger and National River Conservation health services. Issues such as gender-based
Plan. . ' .
o However, deforestation, pollution, and the violence and unequal pay persist.
N ' - o Impact: Gender inequality stifles the potential
degradation of ecosystems, particularly due to ) o ,
. . A . of half the population and limits the country’s
industrial activities and climate change, are . .
. . overall economic growth and social progress.
still major concerns.
4. Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions (SDG 4. Environmental Degradation (SDGs 13, 14,
16): and 15):
. Lo o Challenge: India faces severe environmental
o India's legal and judicial systems are under dearadati includi deforestati -
strain due to the high backlog of cases and the egradation, Including  detorestation, - air
slow pace of justice delivery pollution, water scarcity, and biodiversity loss.
. - ' S Rapid industrialization and urbanization have
o Ensuring peace, justice, and strong institutions .
involves overcoming issues related to exacerbated these issues.
corruption,  violence, and  strengthening o Impact: Environmental degradation threatens
democrati(; institutions, sustainable development and the well-being of
' vulnerable populations, particularly in regions
already facing economic hardship.
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Inadequate Healthcare Infrastructure (SDG
3):

Challenge: While India has made strides in
healthcare access, disparities in healthcare
quality and availability remain, particularly in
rural areas. India also faces a burden of both
communicable and non-communicable
diseases (e.g., diabetes, hypertension).

Impact: Poor health outcomes undermine
productivity and overall social well-being,
hindering progress in many SDGs.

Weak Governance and Institutional
Challenges (SDG 16):

Challenge: Governance issues such as
corruption, bureaucratic inefficiency, and
political instability often impede the efficient
implementation of SDG-related policies.
Impact: Weak governance structures can
undermine the rule of law, delay policy
implementation, and hinder accountability and
transparency.

Youth Unemployment and Skill Gaps (SDG
8):

Challenge: India’s youth population is large,
but the country faces high unemployment,
especially among the educated youth. There’s
also a significant mismatch between the skills
required by the labor market and the skills
provided by educational institutions.

Impact: Youth unemployment leads to social
unrest and underutilization of the country’s
demographic potential.

Key Opportunities:

1.

8
=

-
73

Digital Transformation (SDG 9, SDG 4,
SDG 10):

Opportunity: India’s digital infrastructure and
internet penetration can be harnessed to
promote inclusive education, healthcare, and
financial inclusion. Programs like Digital India
and Skill India can be leveraged to create jobs
and deliver services efficiently.

Impact: Digital solutions can overcome
geographic barriers, improve service delivery,
and empower marginalized communities,
particularly women and youth.

Renewable Energy Growth (SDG 7, SDG
13):

Opportunity: India is making significant
progress in renewable energy, particularly
solar and wind power. The government’s target

Research (IJEBAMPSR), ISSN: 3065-9140

of 500 GW of non-fossil fuel-based capacity
by 2030 provides opportunities for innovation
in green technologies and infrastructure.
Impact: Increased renewable energy use can
drive economic growth, reduce pollution, and
enhance energy access, particularly in rural
and underserved areas.

Inclusive Economic Growth (SDG 8):
Opportunity:  Inclusive  growth  models
focusing on rural development, small and
medium enterprises (SMEs), and
entrepreneurship can help reduce inequality
and poverty.

Impact: Promoting inclusive economic growth
can create jobs, enhance access to resources,
and improve living standards for marginalized
communities.

Public-Private Partnerships (SDG 17):
Opportunity: Leveraging public-private
partnerships (PPPs) can drive infrastructure
development, innovation, and  resource
mobilization. Partnerships between
government, business, and civil society
organizations can scale SDG initiatives
effectively.

Impact: Increased collaboration can enhance
the capacity of both the government and the
private sector to address complex SDG
challenges, especially in areas like
infrastructure, healthcare, and education.

Focus on Women and Girls (SDG 5):
Opportunity: Empowering women and girls
can have a multiplier effect on all SDGs.
Programs such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and
women’s financial inclusion can be scaled to
help close gender gaps in education,
employment, and decision-making.

Impact: Gender equality boosts productivity,
fosters economic growth, and contributes to
healthier and more sustainable communities.

Sustainable Urbanization (SDG 11):
Opportunity:  India’s rapidly urbanizing
population offers an opportunity to build smart
cities that incorporate sustainable
infrastructure, energy-efficient buildings, and
waste management solutions.

Impact: Properly planned cities can improve
living conditions, reduce pollution, and
provide economic opportunities, ensuring that
urbanization  contributes to  sustainable
development.
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8. Climate Action and Green Financing (SDG
13):

o Opportunity: India can attract green finance
and investments to support its transition to a
low-carbon economy. Policies and incentives
for green technologies and sustainable
practices in agriculture, transport, and industry
can boost economic growth while addressing
climate change.

o Impact: Investment in climate action can create
new green jobs, reduce emissions, and increase
resilience to climate impacts.

Conclusion

India has made commendable progress in
the pursuit of the SDGs, but to meet the 2025 target
and remain on track for 2030, more concerted
efforts are needed. Key challenges like regional
disparities, policy gaps, and resource constraints
must be tackled with urgency. The country’s ability
to leverage technological innovation, enhance
public-private  partnerships, and implement
inclusive development strategies will determine the
success of its SDG agenda. By addressing these
critical areas and aligning actions across sectors,
India can significantly contribute to a more
sustainable, equitable, and prosperous future, both
domestically and globally. In conclusion, India
faces significant challenges in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS), including
poverty, inequality, climate change, inadequate
healthcare, and insufficient access to quality
education. However, these challenges also present
numerous opportunities for progress. By leveraging
its demographic dividend, fostering innovation and
technology, promoting inclusive growth, and
enhancing policy implementation at the grassroots
level, India can accelerate its progress toward
SDGs. Strategic collaboration  between the
government, private sector, civil society, and
international partners, combined with targeted
investments in sustainable infrastructure and
human capital, will be crucial in overcoming
barriers and creating a more equitable and
sustainable future. With focused commitment and
collective action, India can pave the way for
transformative change, ensuring that the SDGs
become a reality for all its citizens.
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