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Abstract:  

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 primarily focuses on the 

development of an individual's creative potential. Education should not only develop 

cognitive abilities but also fundamental literacy, numeracy skills, higher-order 

thinking, problem-solving abilities, and social, ethical, and emotional     

competencies. 1 

NEP 2020 proposes to deliver uniform and equitable education to each and 

every child whether he happens to be located at the backside of the nation or not. It 

stresses imagination and problem solving, as also very essential abilities like 

working collaboratively, communication, and utilization of information technology. 

NEP 2020 is the first education policy of the 21st century and aims to meet 

the growing developmental needs of the country. The policy emphasizes creative 

thinking, critical thinking, communication skills, collaboration, empathy, and self-

confidence. Education is the foundation for enabling individuals to utilize their full 

potential, creating an equitable and just society, and driving national development. 

India adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 2015, including the 

SDG4 goal, which focuses on ensuring inclusive, equitable, and quality education for 

all and promoting lifelong learning opportunities by 2030. NEP 2020 aligns with 

SDG4 and aims to develop an educational system that is consistent with India’s 

traditions and values, focusing on educational regulation, management, and 

structural reforms. 

Keyword: New Education Policy, Higher Education 2020, Communication Skills, 

Critical Thinking  

Introduction 

Prioritize Foundation Literacy and Numeracy: The policy gives the "highest 

priority to universal foundation literacy and numeracy in the primary school by 

2025", specifying the target as the "most basic learning requirement". In this regard, 

it suggests establishing a National Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy, 

and obliging all State/UT governments to draw up an implementation plan, such as 

identification of stage-wise targets and objectives to be completed by 2025, and steps 

for effective tracking and monitoring progress of the same. [14] It suggests further 

recruitment of teachers to maintain a pupil-teacher ratio (PTR) of below 30:1, 

preferably 25:1 in socio-economically weaker regions.  

Soon after its release, the government made it clear that the policy on 

languages in NEP is a general guideline; and that how and when it is implemented is 

for the states, institutions and schools to decide. A more precise language policy 

would be published in the National Curriculum Framework in 2021.[3] It was also 

observed that there already existed institutions who had adopted this language policy 

60 years ago like the Sardar Patel Vidyalaya.[3] The Education Policy of 1986 and 

the Right to Education Act, 2009 encouraged use of the mother tongue as well as an 

advisory guideline.  
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India's first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal 

Nehru, initiated the Scientific Policy Resolution 

and advocated for the establishment of high-

standard technical institutions such as the Indian 

Institutes of Technology (IITs). In 1961, the 

National Council of Educational Research and 

Training (NCERT) was set up as an independent 

organization to guide the central and state 

governments in educational policies. 

NEP 2020 lays down guiding principles 

for educational institutions and systems. As India 

moves towards a global knowledge economy, there 

is a need to fulfill the aspirations of the young 

generation. The acronym for NEP is National 

Education Policy 2020, which was sanctioned on 

July 29, 2020, after 34 years. The policy integrates 

the Global Education Development Agenda so that 

there can be inclusive and equitable quality 

education for everyone and opportunities for 

lifelong learning by 2030. 

The traditional 10+2 education structure has been 

replaced with a 5+3+3+4 system. 

 Purpose of the New Education Policy 2020 

The New National Education Policy 2020 

outlines fundamental reforms and structural 

changes in the education system. The objective of 

this policy is to establish a robust and empowered 

educational framework that aligns with the 

sustainable development goals of this century 

The NEP 2020 envisions an education 

system that provides world-class learning 

opportunities, thereby contributing to India's 

emergence as a global superpower. The policy aims 

to transform India into a just and vibrant 

knowledge society, fostering scientific 

advancements. As India is expected to have the 

world's largest youth population in the coming 

decades, the goal of this policy is to provide quality 

education opportunities to all. 

Background 

 Following independence, the Indian 

government initiated a number of programs to 

eradicate illiteracy. The first Education Minister of 

India, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, envisaged a 

uniform education policy for the whole country. A 

number of education commissions, such as the Dr. 

Radhakrishnan Commission, Mudaliar 

Commission, Secondary Education Commission, 

and Kothari Commission, were set up to formulate 

India's education policies.  

The first National Education Policy was 

enacted in 1968, then the second one was 

established in 1986. It was amended in 1992. The 

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory 

Education Act (RTE Act) of 2009 was passed, 

making every child's right to primary education a 

reality. To prepare a new National Education 

Policy, study groups were constituted. A five-

member committee headed by T.S.R. Subramanian, 

a retired Cabinet Secretary, was formed on October 

31, 2015. This committee put forward its report on 

May 27, 2016. Subsequently, a nine-member 

committee led by Dr. K. Kasturirangan was formed 

on June 24, 2017, to prepare the new education 

policy. This committee laid its report before the 

Ministry of Human Resource Development in 

2019. 

On May 31, 2019, the Ramesh Pokhriyal-

led Pokhriyal Commission was appointed. As the 

then Minister of Human Resource Development, he 

called for public comments on the draft, and close 

to 200,000 individuals provided their comments on 

the New National Education Policy report. 

Vision of NEP 2020 

 The vision of the new National Education 

Policy (NEP 2020) is to create an education system 

based on Indian values that delivers high-quality 

education to all, thus making India a global 

knowledge superpower. The policy seeks to 

establish an education system that makes 

significant contributions to the formulation of a just 

and dynamic society through sustainable change. 

The vision of NEP 2020 is to make 

students not just think but also act with a deep 

sense of pride in being Indians. This should be 

evident in their thought and action process while 

promoting knowledge, skills, values, and character 

that promote human rights, sustainable 

development, and quality of life. The ultimate aim 

is to mold individuals into responsible and active 

citizens. 

Role of the Indian Knowledge System 

 In order to integrate school and higher 

education under a common framework, the central 

government has come up with the National 

Education Policy. As per this policy, 5% of the 

overall GDP will be used for education. Any policy 

depends largely on the Indian Knowledge System. 

There are numerous institutions such as the central 

and state governments, education ministries, state 

education departments, NTA boards, schools, and 
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higher education regulatory institutions that play a 

significant role in implementing NEP 2020. 

Implementation of this policy will be done 

with well-organized planning, a set time schedule, 

and follow-up mechanism in accordance with all 

the concerned institutions. Long-term vision is 

necessary for the effective implementation of this 

policy. Various ministries at both the central and 

state levels will come together and consult on each 

topic to ensure effective implementation. The 

Indian Knowledge System will monitor and review 

annually the implementation and progress of this 

plan. CABE (Central Advisory Board of Education) 

will receive training and implementation reports. 

 This policy confers immense power to the 

Indian Knowledge System, which will act as a 

wide-ranging advisory and evaluation forum for 

solving academic and cultural development 

problems. 

Opportunities and Challenges of NEP 2020 

Opportunities- 

1. Quality Education: NEP 2020 aims to 

improve the educational quality from school to 

higher education, making way for quality 

education. 

2. Flexible Curriculum: Because of the flexible 

curriculum choice policy, students can study 

according to their needs and interests. 

3. Skill Development: Experience-based and 

practical learning will enhance skills to make 

them employable. 

4. Equal Educational Opportunities: The 

scheme has scholarship provisions to provide 

equal opportunities for education to all. 

Challenges 

1. Transition for Current Students – Students 

currently enrolled under the previous 

educational policy might struggle with the 

transition to the new one. 

2. Access to Virtual Resources – The students 

will need to access computers, laptops, and the 

internet for education but buying these tools 

might be costly. 

3. Cybersecurity Risks – Students will be using 

several applications and websites, making 

cybersecurity a concern. 

Conclusion:  

The policy introduces a whole gamut of 

changes and reads largely as a very progressive 

document, with a firm grasp on the current socio-

economic landscape and the prospect of future  

uncertainty. NEP 2020 proposes to deliver uniform 

and equitable education to each and every child 

whether he happens to be located at the backside of 

the nation or not. It stresses imagination and 

problem solving, as also very essential abilities like 

working collaboratively, communication, and 

utilization of information technology. 
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